
AETC News Clips 
Altus AFB, Okla. 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.   27 Dec 05 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lawton Constitution 
PAGE:  B1 

DATE:  25 Dec 05 



AETC News Clips 
Altus AFB, Okla. 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.   27 Dec 05 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Lawton Constitution 
PAGE:  B1 

DATE:  25 Dec 05 



AETC News Clips 
Altus AFB, Okla. 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.   27 Dec 05 

 

The Lawton Constitution 
PAGE:  B1 

DATE:  25 Dec 05 

 

 
 
 



AETC News Clips 
Altus AFB, Okla. 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply 27 Dec 05 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Altus Times 
PAGE:  1 

DATE:  15 Dec 05 



AETC News Clips 
Keesler AFB, Miss. 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.   27 Dec 05 

 

 
Military bill has money for rebuilding 
 
By Michael Newsom 
 
The big military news last week was the funding doled out by the federal government to help South 
Mississippi rebuild. 
 
Word came down from Washington on Wednesday night that a $29 billion bill was signed that 
appropriated more than $1.3 billion for local military installations for construction and family housing. 
 
The bill has money for Keesler Air Force Base, along with the Armed Forces Retirement Home, the Air 
National Guard's Combat Readiness Training Center in Gulfport and the Naval Construction Battalion 
Center, among others. 
 
Air Force - Keesler Medical Center had an estimated $80 million in damage. It will receive nearly $45 
million in federal funding for the repairs. 
In Landstuhl, Germany, Keesler personnel filled in for medics who left the hospital for Pakistan, to help in 
the wake of the country's deadly earthquake. 
The 58 doctors, nurses and medics had been serving a 120-day stint at the German hospital. They 
deployed following Hurricane Katrina, according to a news release. 
"Keesler Medical Center took a big hit," said Air Force Lt. Col. Frank Glenn, commander of the Keesler 
contingent. "For most of us who are here, we wouldn't have had a job probably until about October 2006. 
That was one of the reasons that we were sent here. We have some surgeons with us that need to be 
cutting to keep their skills up." 
At Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., NORAD tracked Santa Claus' flight for the 50th time. 
 
National Guard - More members of the 155th Brigade Combat Team landed in Gulfport last week on 
three flights as a part of the gradual return home. 
Guard officials said they expect the entire 4,000-member group to return by mid-January. 
The federal bill also gave $32.1 million for the Air National Guard, which will help rebuild Combat 
Readiness Training Center in Gulfport. 
 
Navy - The Navy was awarded $277.2 million to help rebuild Naval Construction Battalion Center in 
Gulfport and Navy interests at Stennis Space Center in the $29 billion aid package. 
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Veterans, deployed military appreciate holiday even more 
Families make do with phone calls, e-mail 
 
By Michael Newsom 
 
The holiday spirit for deployed military personnel will beam through telephone lines from South 
Mississippi across the globe today, but those who recently returned from Iraq will be thinking of those who 
didn't make it back. 
 
Sgt. Dennis Woullard, a Marine reservist with the 4th Amphibious Assault Battalion based in Gulfport, 
returned from Iraq in mid-October. 
 
Speaking by phone from San Dimas, Calif., where he is spending time with friends and family, he said 
this year, Christmas is much different. 
 
"Every day, the sunshine is just a little bit brighter," Woullard said with a wistful tone. "I just know there a 
no obstacles I face now that I couldn't get through. I look at back at my comrades that didn't make it and I 
often wonder how they would celebrate this Christmas." 
 
Woullard knows he's lucky he made it home. In a two-day span in August, 20 Marines were killed near 
Haditha, Iraq. Two were in Woullard's platoon. 
 
"I think about the families who are missing a loved one, a father, a son, a brother and I am grateful to be 
here and glad there isn't a missing spot at the dinner table for me." 
Woullard said his wife and kids evacuated Hurricane Katrina and went to Chicago, where they will remain 
until after Christmas. But he said when the kids return around New Year's day, they will get the rest of 
their presents. 
 
"Some the bigger toys like bikes I am going to wait until they get back to the Coast," he said. "It is shaping 
up to be a really good Christmas. They are glad I am stateside." 
Woullard awaits the return of his brother, Sgt. Jimmy Woullard, an Army veteran of Afghanistan who is 
back at Fort Bliss, Texas. Woullard said he expects his brother, who has has been home about a year, to 
be in Gulfport for Christmas. 
 
"We will have a lot to talk about, a lot of war stories," Dennis Woullard said. "I don't know if he wants to 
talk about it, but we'll see." 
 
The soldiers who are deployed have their resourcefulness tested at Christmas. 
 
Logistics can be a problem for gift-giving, but the Internet is making it easier for Lt. Michael Meno, a 
Seabee deployed to Guam with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 133. 
 
"You just do it on the Internet," Meno said by phone. "Fortunately, the Internet is an option, because we 
would have had to think about what we wanted to buy the day we left, if it wasn't." 
 
This is his first Christmas deployment in eight years of service. He will return in April. Meno said his wife 
Pauline has sent gifts and asks every day if they have arrived. 
 
Pauline Meno said the couple's children Noah, 7, and Paige, 5, understand why Dad is away. 
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"They are able to talk to him," Meno said. "For them, they are younger. They understand he is gone. They 
understand I am home. They send Christmas presents. As long as they have one person at home, they 
are fine." 
 
While the Meno family celebrate Christmas in Orange Grove, Lt. Meno will be in Guam, where he said the 
temperature is in the mid-70s and Christmas bacchanalia is in full swing. There are Christmas lights and 
Santa Clauses in the resort towns that surround the base. 
 
He said the cooks in the galley have a traditional meal planned for the 140 Seabees at the base. 
 
"We'll just have the meal and spend some time with the troops and just relax and reflect on the holidays," 
he said "It is kind of like a nice break with a meal. We'll sit down with the folks that got packages." 
Meno says he will call home for Christmas at a strange time because Guam is 16 hours behind U.S. 
Central Time. 
 
The soldiers of the 1108th AVCRAD are far ahead of U.S. time, deployed to Kuwait in support of U.S. 
operations in the region. They maintain military equipment for their 115-member Army National Guard 
aviation repair group. Chief Warrant Officer 3 Jamie White, and Sgt. 1st Class Cliff Long, both of Gulfport, 
are making due on the edges of a war zone. 
 
"I have a small Christmas tree here in my barracks, and my presents are sitting under the tree," White 
said. "On Christmas morning, I will open my presents, then see what my fellow soldiers received for 
Christmas." 
 
Long will have a working holiday at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. 
 
"I will probably be spending Christmas at the SPOD (shipping Port of Delivery) preparing U.S. Army 
helicopters for shipment to stateside posts," he wrote in an e-mail. "The guys in my platoon will most likely 
be with me." 
 
The two said they will call their children on Christmas Day. 
 
Air Force Master Sgt. Tommy Belcher of Ocean Springs will have a leisurely German Christmas. Belcher 
is in Landsthul Medical Regional Center, Germany, with Keesler's 81st Expeditionary Medical Support. 
He will dine at an Italian-style buffet at the enlisted club at Ramstein Air Base. After the meal, he plans to 
take it easy. 
 
"I'll be watching the Lakers and Miami Heat game (and cheering for Miami)," Belcher said. "Normally I'd 
watch the game with my son." 
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MREs donated, received 
Coastians with more give to those with less 
 
By Jean Prescott 
  
One Sound Off caller's offer of MREs precipitated a call-and-response reaction that not only went on for 
days but gathered Christmas decorations along the way. 
 
The upshot is that many folks have donated, and many have been beneficiaries of those donations. 
 
"I'm all over the place," USAF Sgt. Julie Sargent said last week. "We've given out more than 220 cases of 
MREs to people from Pass Christian, Bay St. Louis, Waveland, DeLisle. Same thing with decorations, 
and we pick up more every day," so both commodities are in ample supply. 
 
Sargent, who grew up in Ocean Springs and got back here right before Katrina, said, "It swells my heart 
to see so many people being so generous... and the humor and spirit of the people who've lost 
everything." 
 
Sargent's sentiments are echoed by Jennifer Morano, a member of the waitstaff at Two Sisters Garden 
Cafe in Ocean Springs. Almost since it reopened after Hurricane Katrina, it has been a depository for 
holiday decorations. 
 
"How many?" Morano said. "Well, we have a back patio where customers eat outdoors. We got so much 
stuff that for a while we couldn't serve people back there. It was that full." 
 
She said she was touched by the fact that most of the donors were "older men and ladies" who brought 
decorations, trees, lights, garlands and even holiday knickknacks, "All really good stuff, though some of it 
looked like it was from the '60s." Much of the cache collected by Morano and Two Sisters owners Muriel  
 
Gatlin and Pat Brady has been distributed. 
 
Make inquiries about MREs to Sargent at 282-3799. 
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Brig. Gen. Mary Kaye Hertog and her 
husband, retired Chief Master Sgt. Herm 
Hertog, laugh as they serve Christmas 
dinner at Lackland AFB.  

 

General serves up feast at Lackland  
Web Posted: 12/26/2005 12:00 AM CST 

Michelle Koidin Jaffee 
Express-News Staff Writer  

The troops did not serve the general Sunday at Lackland AFB. The 
general served the troops.  

Giant silver spoon in hand, Brig. Gen. Mary Kaye Hertog dished out 
Christmas Day trimmings of mashed potatoes, peas and corn to Air 
Force folks from trainees to retirees.  

Her efforts, a tradition for generals at Lackland, promotes unity 
among the ranks, said retired Tech Sgt. Wayne Aldaco.  

"It gives you a feeling that you're important," said Aldaco, dining with 
his wife and son in a chow hall decorated with Christmas lights and 
stockings. "It doesn't make you feel so separated."  

As they enjoyed the special treatment, the day was routine for military 
members spending the holidays in Iraq.  

Senior Airman Heather Ross of San Antonio, deployed to the U.S. 
military hospital in Balad, told the Associated Press that her 18-
month-old daughter was spending a second Christmas without her.  

"It's not even a holiday here," Ross said. "It doesn't feel like 
Christmas."  

But back in San Antonio, the mood was festive as families stood in the cafeteria line to be served by Gen. 
Hertog, Command Chief Master Sgt. Kevin Isakson and their spouses.  

Following their own tradition was the King family. With members of the family now stationed at Air Force 
bases from California to Florida, four generations of the clan came together in the Bluebonnet Inn dining 
hall.  

"It's home for us," said Connie King, whose husband, Capt. Chris King, worked security police at 
Lackland before being transferred to Vandenberg AFB in California.  

Capt. King liked seeing Hertog, commander of the 37th Training Wing, serve the troops.  
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Airman Josh Conde of Kentucky and Airman 1st 
Class Tamla Wakefield of New York eat Christmas 
dinner at Lackland AFB.   

 

"What she's doing is servant-leadership," King said. Leaders 
should take "every opportunity you get to show your 
appreciation for the people doing the work."  

Isakson said serving the troops was the right thing to do.  

"We're an Air Force family. We're all apart from our own 
families, so we share this time with them," he said.  

For her part, Hertog hoped to offer at least a little comfort to 
trainees.  

"It is kind of unsettling for them, being away for the first time 
from home," she said.  

Donning a Santa hat, camouflage pants and a white chef's coat embroidered with a blue star on the 
shoulder, Hertog said she enjoyed seeing the looks on the faces on the other side of the steaming trays.  

"I think we get more out of it than they get out of it," she said.  
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